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liography of the Historical Works of Dr. Creighton, Dr. Stubbs, Dr.
S. R. Gardiner, and the Late Lord Acton, ed. W. A. Shaw, 1903,
and A Bibliography of the Writings of Sir Charles Firth, 1928,
furnish guides. Gardiner's History of England, 1603-42, 10 vols.,
1883-4; History of the Great Civil War, 1642-9, 4 vols., 1893; and
History of the Commonwealth and Protectorate, 4 vols., 1903, cover
the period from 1603 to 1656 with unexampled thoroughness.
Even after the lapse of fifty years, it is difficult to add substan-
tially to, or to make more than minor corrections of, this
narrative, which is, however, mainly confined to political and
constitutional history, with no attempt to treat systematically
the economic or social life of the period. Sir Charles Firth
continued Gardiner on the same scale in The Last Tears of the
Protectorate, 1556-1658, 2 vols., 1909. He also wrote the best
biography of Oliver Cromwell, 1900; and his House of Lords, 1910,
throws much light on the politics of the time and makes clear
the importance of the house of peers as often holding the balance
of power between king and commons. Other histories are G. M.
Trevelyan, England under the Stuarts, 1904, which has the best
and brightest shorter account of the early Stuarts. It opens with
a very interesting analysis of the state of England, 1603-40.
F. C. Montague's volume (vii) of the Political History of England,
1907, is a sound work of the old-fashioned type, dealing exclu-
sively with political and constitutional history. In the Cambridge
Modern History, vols. iii and iv, 1907, various chapters cover
1603-60; those on The Reign of James P by S. R. Gardiner,
and on 'Anarchy and the Restoration* by Sir Charles Firth,
are the best.
Of contemporary histories, Clarendon, History of the Rebellion,
ed. W* D. Macray, 6 vols., 1888, is easily the most important.
It has been discussed briefly above (p. 405). A full critical study
by Sir Charles Firth is in the English Historical Review, xix.
Selected documents are printed in State Papers Collected by Edward,
Earl of Clarendon, 3 vols., 1767-86. There is also a Calendar of the
Clarendon State Papers, 4 vols., 1872-1932.
Among the sources for general political history, there are
several that stand pre-eminent. Rushworth, Historical Collec-
tions, 8 vols,, 1659-1701, is mainly a compilation from printed
material which can be found in any large library, but certain
portions, such as The Trial of the Earl of Strafford', were
based on notes Rushworth made in shorthand at the time. A